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Dear Sunrise Valley Families, 

 

Happy New Year!  

 

The start of a new year is a great time to reflect on the past and look to the 

future. The SVES PTA is looking forward to continuing our tradition of ser-

vice to the SVES community in 2010! As we did during our summer planning for 

the school year, we resolve to offer exciting enrichment programs for our 

children, to support the financial needs of our school and be responsible stew-

ards of our resources, to keep our community informed and offer educational 

opportunities for parents, to advocate for our children, teachers, and school, 

and to provide opportunities to gather and enjoy one another as a community – 

just to name a few! 

 

To that end, we’re off to a good start in 2010. Registration is underway for 

the spring sessions of several of our before and after school enrichment pro-

grams, and there are more to come – so check your Friday Folders and the 

PTA web site. This week we launch our Valentine’s Day candy sale of delicious 

See’s Candy – proceeds from fundraisers like these are needed more than 

ever in these tough economic times, and we greatly appreciate your support. 

Our next PTA meeting is on Tuesday evening, January 12th. School Board 

Member Stu Gibson will be there to share information on the budget for next 

school year – please join us to learn more about the grim situation our schools 

and children are facing and how we can help. We have several community-

building events coming up soon, including Skate Night on Saturday, Jan. 16th, 

and Heritage Night on Thursday, Feb. 4th- please come out and enjoy the fun!  

 

Melissa Gifford 

SVES PTA President 

Visit the PTA website at: sunrisevalleypta.webnode.com 



School Board Rep Stu Gibson to Meet With Parents Next Week 
Our FCPS School Board Representative, Stu Gibson, will be visiting 
Sunrise Valley next Tuesday, Jan.  12, to talk with our community 
about the budget situation. The timing of his visit is ideal, as it pro-
vides the opportunity for immediate discussion and reaction to the 
Superintendent’s Budget (scheduled for release this week), as well 
as a general discussion of the current budget crisis and how we, as 
parents, can advocate for our schools. 
 

Please join us on  at 7:30 p.m. in the SVES library for this important presentation, 
which will immediately follow the January PTA meeting at 7 p.m. Childcare will be 
provided in the Yellow POD.  Please note that we have opened Mr. Gibson’s meet-
ing to other local school communities, so you may want to arrive early. 
 
Don’t forget – you can check out more budget news and information on the SVES 
PTA web site at http://sunrisevalleypta.webnode.com/a2011-budget/ 

Membership Update 
PTA membership cards are cur-

rently being prepared for distribu-

tion via Friday Folders. Our efforts 

have been slowed because we ran 

out of cards (a great problem to 

have!), but rest assured, they are on 

their way. We will also be sending 

home letters documenting your tax-

deductible donations to SVES PTA. 

Don’t forget to include those dona-

tions as you prepare your income 

tax return! 

This week, we want to send a 
special thank you to one of 
the unsung heroes of the 
SVES PTA – our Treasurer, 
Lorrie Lowe. Lorrie works 

tirelessly behind the scenes to keep our finan-
cial house in order, doing everything from de-
positing hundreds of checks at a time and 
balancing the checkbook, to generating and 
analyzing financial reports and preparing 
our IRS tax return. Thank you, Lorrie, for 
your amazing dedication and service! 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day – See’s Candy! 
An order form will be coming home in your child’s 
Friday Folder. If you’ve ever had See’s candy, 
you know how amazing it is. The choices have 
been expanded this year to include peanut brit-
tle, toffee, bars, and larger boxes. Just make 
sure your order is in by  Jan. 19. Order forms can 
be downloaded from the SVES PTA web site.  

Any orders received after Jan. 19 will be returned, as they won’t get here 
before Valentine’s Day. Questions? Call Anne Moriarty at 703-716-2899 or 
AnneMoriarty@msn.com . 

Great news! We've got $482 in 
Box Tops for Education! 
Thanks for continuing to clip 
and send box tops to school. 
Our next batch of box tops 
must be sent by Feb. 28, so 
please clip and send in your 
box tops as quickly as possi-
ble. It would be great to have 
over $500 for the year. Every 
little box top helps the school! 



Enjoy Winter Fun at Skate Night 
Sunrise Valley, Terraset, and Lake Anne Elementary Schools will 
join together to host Skate Night next Saturday, Jan. 16, from 6:10 
p.m. – 8 p.m. at Skate Quest, an indoor rink on Michael Faraday 
Court in Reston. The three elementary schools will have exclusive 
use of the rink. Skate Night ticket order forms were sent home in 
Friday folders. Families can pre-purchase tickets by Wednesday, 
Jan. 13 at $9 per skater. Pre-purchased tickets will not be sent 
home; instead, they can be retrieved at the check-in table in the rink lobby the night 
of the event. Families who choose to purchase tickets at the door on Saturday night 
will pay $10 per skater. Skate rental is included in the price. Non-skating adults do 
not need to purchase a ticket. In the interest of safety, children must be accompa-
nied by parents at the rink – there are no drop-offs. We also encourage skaters to 
wear a helmet and gloves while on the ice. Please join us for this joyful event! 

SVES Students Celebrate Inclusive Schools Week 
Inclusive Schools Week celebrates the progress 
that schools have made in providing a suppor-
tive and quality education to an increasingly di-
verse student population, including students 
who are marginalized due to disability, gender, 
socio-economic status, cultural heritage, lan-
guage preference and other factors. 
 
SVES students participated Dec. 7-11, 2009 by 

acknowledging the importance of inclusion and enjoying shared activities 
and information with each other. Students from Ms. Maines’ K-2 special edu-
cation class invited some students from the general education 1st grade 
classes to join them for snack.  The students shared their “All About Me” 
posters.  These posters were made by Ms. Maines students to show what 
they like and what they like to do. Some of the posters included their differ-
ent interests such as P.E. class, music, computer, books, beads, blocks, and 
the playground. The general education students also learned sign language. 
They learned some letters (A, B, and C), “more”, “cookie” and “eat”.   
 
The Peer Pals prepared a poster to submit for The Arc of Northern Virginia 
sponsored disability awareness poster contest.  The theme was “We Belong” 
to show that people with disabilities want a place to learn, learn, work, and 
socialize.  The group prepared a wonderful poster and it was delivered to 
The Arc of Northern Virginia office.  The prize for winning the contest is a 
trip to Richmond for a reception, photo with winning poster, complimentary 
t-shirt, and display of the poster in the General Assembly Building for a six-
eight week show.  All the hard work and creativity that went into making the 
beautiful poster is much appreciated. Good luck SVES! 



Fairfax County Association for the 

Gifted 

Presents:  

 

Summer Academic Programs 

and Enrichment Camp Fair 

Oakton High School 

 2900 Sutton Rd 

Vienna, VA 

Tuesday, January 12, 7–9 p.m. 

Admission is Free  

 

• Meet representatives from sum-

mer enrichment programs 

• Visit the exhibits, ask questions 

and network 

• See what your children (K-12) 

can explore this summer 

 

Camps to be represented include: 

JHU’s Center for Talented Youth, 

Nysmith, TIC (Tech is Cool), Fair-

fax Collegiate, Exploring Engi-

neering, , Joy of Motion, Camp 

Flintlock, Math Enrichment by 

Vern Williams, Shenandoah Per-

forms, Mathtree, Camp Shavuon, 

Science Camp Watonka, Best 

Academy, Camp Horizons, GWU 

Summer Scholars, Camp Rim 

Rock, GMU’s Summer Enrichment 

Programs, and many more! 

  

In case of inclement weather, 

check: http://FCAG.org. 

FCAG’s Yahoo discussion group: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

FCAG. Contact: secretary@fcag.

REMEMBER . . . 
Participation forms for 

World Heritage Night are 

due Monday, Jan. 14. The 

celebration of the diverse 

cultures that make up the 

SVES community will be 7-

8:30 p.m Thursday, Feb. 

4 (snow date is Feb. 11). 

Hope to see you there! 

Save the Date: The next SVES Desti-

nation Dinner will be at Lakeside Inn 

(now smoke free and Wii equipped) on 

Tuesday, Jan. 26. Details coming soon! 


